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 Thank you for accepting the responsibility as the Patriot’s Pen   

Program Chairman for 2020-21. 

 

 You are expected to perform your duties to the best of your ability 

and to become familiar with the requirements of the Patriot’s Pen 

Program.  This Chairman’s Guide will provide you some of the 

necessary guidelines in performing your duties.  There may be 

additional references you may need to review either on the Department 

or National websites and/or other documentation that may be issued 

during the ensuing year. 

 

 It is important that you learn as much as you can about your 

position and ask questions if you are not sure of what you will be 

required to do.  I and my staff are available to assist you in this 

endeavor to ensure you are successful in your efforts. 

 

 Some of our earliest ties in the community involve youth groups 

and perhaps none are stronger or more lasting than the relationship 

between the VFW and America's schools.  The Patriot’s Pen Program 

provides students an opportunity of being rewarded with college 

scholarships of up to $5,000.00 

 

 Please ensure that the program is advertised to our Districts, 

Councils and Posts and ensure they fully understand the application 

and deadline requirements of the Patriot’s Pen Program. 

 

 

 



 Applications must be expeditiously reviewed and a final 

nomination package along with the associated reports must be 

completed and submitted to National Headquarters by the published 

deadline dates.   Deadlines are important, and I expect you to meet 

them.  

 

 Additionally, as part of your responsibilities as Chairman, you will 

be expected to prepare a short written report of your activities to be 

submitted two weeks prior to the Spring and Fall Department 

Conferences and State Convention. If called upon to make an oral 

report, you will be invited by letter and will receive a per diem voucher 

to cover some of your hotel and travel expenses. 

 

 The State Commander is confident of your ability to manage the 

Patriot's Pen Program and am sure you will be extremely successful in 

your endeavors. 

 

 Thank you for stepping up and accepting this challenging position. 

















Official Student Entry Form
Patriot’s Pen Competition 
Entry Form Must Be Completed by All Contestants Please Print
or Type Clearly

    

               

     

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

2020 - 2021 Theme
“What is Patriotism to Me?”

Student Entry Deadline: October 31, 2020
Patriotic Essay Writing Competition Grand Prize: $5,000 Award

_________________________________________________________________
Name: First, M.I., Last
_________________________________________________________________
Address
_________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip
(         )_______________ __________________________________
Phone   Email
___________________________    ______   ____________    ______________
Date of Birth (mm/dd/yy)                    Gender     Grade in School     Essay Word Count
_________________________________________________________________
School Name, City, State
_________________________________________________________________
Teacher’s Name and Email (if applicable)
_________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian’s Name Phone/Email

To Be Completed by the VFW Post

___________________________________________________________________
Signature of Student Participant   Date

I certify that this student has an authorized entry in our VFW Post Level Patriot’s Pen 
Competition.
______________________________________________________________________________________
Post Commander’s/Chairman’s Signature  Post #
___________________________________________________________________
VFW Auxiliary President’s/Chairman’s Signature
___________________________________________________________________
Post Address    City, State, Zip
___________________________________________________________________
VFW Post Email

No. of students participation ___________ No. of winners advanced to District _________

Amt. of Post/Aux. awards  $ _________________________________________________________

Amt. of Post/Aux. additional expenses (banquet, pins, etc.)  $ ________________________

I certify that the student named in the previous section is the duly selected winner of 
the Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest District Competition and is our sole entry into the 

___________________________________________________________________
District Chairman’s Signature   Dist.#
___________________________________________________________________
Address    City, State, Zip
( )_________________________          _________________________________________
Phone          Email

winner of the Patriot’s Pen Essay Department Competition, and is our sole entry into 
the National Judging.
___________________________________________________________________
Department Chairman’s Signature
( )_________________ __________________________________
Daytime Phone  Email

placement.

To Be Completed by the VFW District

To Be Completed by the VFW Department Chairman

I Have Read and Understand the Contest Rules

Big National Prizes

The Internal Revenue Service requires that any recipient that receives more 
than a $599 award should receive a Form 1099 identifying the proceeds as 
taxable. This may require the winner to provide their social security number. 

How Does the Contest Work?
All entries begin at the Post level. The only exception is where schools/classes/ 
youth groups have large numbers of students and wish to conduct their own 
competition, submitting one winner for each 15 students to the local VFW Post 
competition. Individual students may submit their entry directly to the Post. 
This participating Post should be within your local area and within your U.S. 
state of residence.

VFW Posts. Post winners advance, one for every 15 entries, to the VFW District 
(regional) level where the one rst-place winner is advanced to the VFW 
Department (state) level. The one rst-place winner at the Department level is 
then advanced into the VFW national competition. The winner from each 
Department (state) then competes for the national prizes.

Who Can Enter?
Patriot’s Pen is open to 6th-, 7th- and 8th-grade students enrolled by the Oct. 
31 deadline in public, private or parochial schools in the U.S., its territories or its 
possessions. Home-schooled students also are eligible. Although U.S. citizenship 
is not required, students must be lawful U.S. permanent residents or have 
applied for permanent residence (the application which has not been denied) 
and intends to become a U.S. citizen at the earliest opportunity allowed by law. 
Dependents of U.S. military or civilian personnel in overseas schools can 
participate, too. (Foreign exchange students and former winners that placed in 
the National contest are excluded from the contest.)

What Is Patriot’s Pen?
Conducted nationwide, this VFW-sponsored youth essay competition gives 
students an opportunity to write essays expressing their views on an annual 
patriotic theme. We invite you to join the more than 138,000 students who 
participated last year in this contest. The national winners will receive at least 

The National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) has again 
approved this contest for its National Advisory List of Contests and Activities.

The contest consists of four levels. The rst level (entry) is sponsored by local 



How Do I Get Started?

How Am I Judged?

2020 - 2021 Theme
“What is Patriotism to Me?”

Student Entry Deadline: October 31, 2020

Ask a teacher or youth group/club adult leader to 
supervise the Patriot’s Pen writing competition.
Contact a local VFW Post within your local area within 
your state and indicate your interest in participating.
Establish a contact person who is a member of that VFW 
Post or its Auxiliary.
Make sure that your essay is submitted to the VFW Post 
before the contest deadline of Oct. 31, 2020. You can 
submit your essay and entry form electronically (by 
email) upon the Post’s approval. Entries sent to VFW 
National directly will be returned.

You will be judged on how well you understand, develop 
and present the theme. A positive approach is 
recommended to express your viewpoint.
Knowledge of the theme is worth 30 points: 
You must show a thorough knowledge of the theme in 
your work. Demonstrate you have researched the issue 
extensively.
Theme development is worth 35 points:
Answer all relevant facts about the theme such as the 
who, what, where, when and why. Relate the theme to 
your own experiences.
Clarity of ideas is worth 35 points: 
Write your essay in an easy-to-understand format. Leave 
your reader with a clear understanding of your 
explanation of the theme.

What Is the Theme?

What Are the Rules?

VFW’s Commander-in-Chief annually chooses 
the year’s theme. The 2020-21 theme is
What is Patriotism to Me?

words max).

 

 
 
 
 

Contestants are allowed to enter only once each year if otherwise eligible (one 
Post competition). Contestants found in violation of this rule will face 
elimination from the competition and will be required to return any and all prize 
money awarded or received.
The essay must be a contestant’s original work and a product of the contestant’s 
own thinking. The approach to the Patriot’s Pen theme should be positive and 
clearly focused. Poetry is not acceptable. Quotations may be used sparingly if 

check the essay for punctuation, grammar and/or spelling, but the content must 
remain the contestant’s. Contestants will be judged on the basis of their essay 
alone and are not required to present the essay orally. All essays become the 
property of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. The VFW retains non-exclusive rights 
to use your essay and likeness in the promotion and execution of the 
organization’s programs and activities.

Deadline Information

Note:

To qualify, all entries must be submitted to a sponsoring local VFW Post by 
midnight October 31, 2020.

For assistance contact:
 

816.756.3390 ext. 6155
youthscholarships@vfw.org

vfw.org

graphics and cannot be less than 300 words or greater
than 400 words in length. (Essays under or over these
word amounts will be eliminated.) Every word is counted
regardless of length. The essay title (theme) or added
footnotes do not contribute to the word count.
At any time during the contest additional participant
personal information (i.e. SSN, photo, etc.) could be
requested by the VFW.

In no way may contestants identify themselves within
their essay (including, but not limited to, your name,
school, city, state, race or national origin.) Do not put
your name on your essay. The entry form is your essay’s
cover sheet. Secure the

vfw.org/FindaPost

Revised 3/2020

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

 

ALTERNATE CONTACT: ______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________

CONTACT:

PHONE: _______________________ BEST TIME TO CALL: __________

PHONE: _______________________ BEST TIME TO CALL: __________

LOCAL VFW POST INFORMATION:



Patriot’s Pen Rules and Eligibility 
WHO CAN ENTER 

The Patriot’s Pen program is open to 6th-, 7th- and 8th-grade students 
enrolled by the Oct. 31 deadline in public, private, parochial school, or 
home study program in the U.S., its territories or its possessions. 
Dependents of U.S. military or civilian personnel in overseas schools are 
also eligible to participate.

HOW TO ENTER 

Download and complete the Patriot's Pen entry form and brochure. 

Essays must be no less than 300 words and cannot exceed 400 words. 
They should be submitted to the VFW Post, along with the completed 
Patriot's Pen entry form no later than the October 31 deadline.

Students can ask a teacher or youth group leader to supervise their 
progress in the competition.  

JUDGING CRITERIA 

Knowledge of the theme is worth 30 points. You must show a thorough 
knowledge of the theme in your work. Demonstrate you have 
researched the issue extensively.  

Theme development is worth 35 points. Answer all relevant facts about 
the theme such as the who, what, where, when and why. Relate the 
theme to your own experiences. 

Clarity of ideas is worth 35 points. Write your essay in an easy-to-
understand format. Leave your reader with a clear understanding of 
your explanation of the theme. 



An Open Letter to Teachers and Youth Leaders:
 Thank you for the time, effort and commitment you 
invest each year in America’s young people. Because of 
you, our nation continues to produce scholars, dreamers 
and leaders who benefit the entire world. We, the nearly 
1.6 million members of the VFW and the VFW Auxiliary 
share your commitment to America’s youth. Each year, 
we provide millions of dollars worth of awards and 
college scholarships to students across the U.S. and 
overseas. The purpose of these awards is to encourage 
personal growth and foster a greater understanding and 
appreciation for America, its history and values. This 
brochure is provided to acquaint you with the VFW’s 
programs that benefit those young lives you touch each 
day. Again, thank you for all you do. If we can serve you 
in any way, please contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Lynn W. Rolf, III
Director, VFW Programs
lrolf@vfw.org

Smart/Maher VFW National Citizenship Education
Teacher of the Year Program
 Each year three exceptional teachers are recognized by 
the VFW for their outstanding commitment to teach 
Americanism and patriotism to their students.
 The VFW annually recognizes the nation’s top 
certified/licensed elementary, junior high and high school 
teachers who teach and promote America’s history, 
traditions and citizenship education effectively. The 
Smart/Maher VFW National Citizenship Education Teacher 
Award recipients are selected from entries submitted to 
local VFW Posts in every state and overseas.

The awards include the following items:

. A national $1,000 Past National CIC John Smart  
award for the top K-5, 6-8 and 9-12 grade teachers  

 for professional development expenses

. $1,000 award for each winning teacher’s school

. Plaques for both the winning teacher and school

. An all-expenses-paid trip to attend the VFW  
National Convention

 Nomination must be submitted to a local VFW Post 
by October 31. Additional information about our program 
please refer to our website at vfw.org.

Patriots Pen Essay Contest
 Patriot’s Pen provides 6th, 7th and 8th grade students 
the opportunity to express their opinion on a patriotic 
theme and improve their writing skills while they 
compete for worthwhile awards and prizes. Awards 
can be given at the local, district and state levels. The 
state winners compete for $55,000 in awards at the 
national level. The first-place national winner receives 
a $5,000 award and an all-expenses-paid trip to 
Washington D.C., where they tour the city. The entry 
deadline is October 31.

Voice of Democracy Scholarship Competition
 The National Association of Broadcasters (NAB) 
started the Voice of Democracy Scholarship 
Competition in 1947. The VFW became a national 
sponsor in the late 1950s and assumed sole 
responsibility for the program in 1961. Many notables 
have participated in Voice of Democracy including 
journalist Charles Kuralt, Miss America Anita Bryant 
and U.S. Attorney General John Ashcroft. The Voice of 
Democracy competition provides high school 
freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors the 
opportunity to write and record an essay on a patriotic 
theme, competing for more than $2 million in college 
scholarships and incentives. State winners receive an 
all-expenses-paid trip to Washington, D.C. to enjoy 
our nation’s capital and compete for $154,000 in 
scholarships - first place receiving a $30,000 
scholarship. Deadline is October 31.



 To encourage as many students as possible to 
participate, the VFW provides a number of ways to 
enter.

Submitting Student Entries
 Students can enter directly by submitting the 
required entry form, along with their essay (and in the 
case of Voice of Democracy, their recording) to a local 
participating VFW Post.
 
 Your local VFW Post’s contact information can be 
obtained at vfw.org/FindaPost or by calling the VFW 
National Programs office during normal business 
hours at 816.756.3390. Entry forms and instructions 
can be downloaded from the VFW website 
vfw.org/VOD.

 Teachers and youth leaders may obtain student 
entry forms in the manner indicated above. You may 
then select from the following options:

 Write a 300-400 word essay on the annual theme 
available online at vfw.org/patriotspen or by calling 
816.756.3390. Use the competition as a patriotic 
assignment and encourage the students with the best 
essays to complete the entry form and forward those, 
along with the essay, to the local VFW Post 
competition.

Voice of Democracy (Grades 9-12)

Patriot’s Pen (Grades 6-8)

 Write an essay on the annual theme available 
online at vfw.org/VOD or by calling 816.756.3390. 
Again, use the competition as an essay contest and 
encourage the students with the best essays to record 
their essays, complete the entry form and forward 
them, with the recording and typed essay, to the local 
VFW Post competition.

Local VFW Post Information

Revised 9/19

Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States

VFW Programs
406 W. 34th Street

Kansas City, MO 64111
816.756.3390

youthscholarships@vfw.org
www.vfw.org
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